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Year in Review

Kentucky's Touchstone Energy Cooperatives

Co-ops and national leaders discuss new ways to attract jobs at Co-opAPalLooza

Kentucky’s Touchstone Energy Cooperatives welcomed
hundreds of state, national and local economic development
leaders to Frankfort in February. Attendees learned about
strategies to increase business development while having
fun at Co-opAPalooza.

Nationally acclaimed guest speakers included Didi Caldwell
and Lorie Vincent, along with Jim Rasberry and Josh
Nowell, who star on the HGTV show “Home Town.”

Caldwell, who founded Global Location Strategies, said
rural communities can take advantage of changes in

technology, demographics and policy. Lorie Vincent,
author of “Stand Up Rural America — Get Yourself a Seat
at the Big Table,” inspired guests with stories of how
economic development leaders can meet the unique
needs of rural Kentucky. The HGTV team shared
entertaining stories of helping to revitalize their
hometown of Laurel, Mississippi.

At the meeting, the co-ops also unveiled their updated
economic development website: www.DatalsPower.org.

www.DatalsPower.org



Technology Leads to Success

Even though international passenger travel stopped, the
following cutting edge technologies kept co-op service
areas under consideration for business projects:

PowerVision, the app that provides high-definition drone
footage of co-op industrial locations. It enabled the
co-ops to tell a story of new opportunities to the world.

PowerMap, the first mobile economic development
app in the country. It was built to show the co-op service
territory boundaries and provide important economic
development information.

StateBook International, an online source of 63,000
data points of information to improve location analysis.
StateBook helps businesses identify opportunities for
new projects, and showcases many local communities
and economic development agencies.

One of America’s most respected site selectors said these
digital technologies have put Kentucky’s Touchstone
Energy Cooperatives ahead of the competition.

This technology has been instrumental in getting site
selectors to consider our top industrial sites which
feature direct rail access; interstate proximity; workforce
availability and utility infrastructure. Check out our tools
through our PowerMap app or at www.DatalsPower.org.

“Investing in these types of digital tools will continue
to put these locations in the forefront of industrial
development, attraction and expansion opportunities
that rural America so desperately needs and will
continue to pay dividends moving forward,”
said Lorie Vincent, author of “Stand Up Rural America
— Get Yourself a Seat at the Big Table”
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AppHarvest:
Two Additional Sites to Come

AppHarvest held ribbon cutting ceremonies on their second
and third high-tech greenhouses in Madison County, Ky.
The locations in Speedwell and Berea are served by Blue
Grass Energy. The Speedwell greenhouse will be similar in
design and purpose as Morehead, while the Berea site will
specialize in growing leafy green vegetables.



Team Modern:
New Valley Oak
Distribution Center

Team Modern, served by South Kentucky RECC, constructed
a 115,000-square-foot distribution center at the Valley Oak
Technology Complex near Somerset. The distribution center
increased freezer/cooler capacity for Team Modern's growing
food service business and enabled automation of product
movement and sorting.

Transmission Reliability
Strengthens

East Kentucky Power Cooperative's
construction team continued to

buildout new substations in

Morehead, Lebanon and

Richmond, Ky. to support growing
industrial projects. These projects also
are bringing enhanced reliability to
owner-members across the

Kentucky's Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives 87-county service territory.



PowerMap App:
Adds Features and
Drone Sites
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Hitachi Automotive:
Motors for the Electric Vehicle Era

Hitachi Automotive Electric Motor Systems announced they
will develop and produce electric vehicle motors at their
existing plant in Berea, KY. The plant, which is served by
Blue Grass Energy, will result in 175 new jobs and a $96-

million-dollar investment.



Barren County Gets
South Cooper Industrial Park



Post-It Notes Expands

Served by Blue Grass Energy, the 3M plant
in Cynthiana, Ky. which manufactures the
iconic Post-it Notes, Post-It Easels and
Scotch package-protection tapes is
spending $50.6 million to add new
production lines and upgrade its Post-it
Note and Scotch tape production lines.
3M also plans to add 20 new jobs as a
result of the expansion.



Feralloy Locates Plant Near Ghent

Feralloy announced plans to locate a 30-job, $17.5
million facility on Nucor Steel Gallatin's campus
near Ghent, Ky. to level and cut steel for customers
throughout the Ohio Valley region. The company
will lease a 60,000-square-foot facility, served by
Owen Electric, at Nucor's steel mill in Gallatin.
Feralloy will receive steel coils directly from the mill,
then cut and level them into high-quality sheets.
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Thomas Elected to
National Economic
Development Board



One of the Most Successful Years
Ever Completed

Kentucky's Touchstone Energy Cooperatives realized

a 146 percent increase in investment and a 205 percent
increase in jobs created in owner-member service
territories in 2020 compared with the previous year.
With 32 projects spread across ten cooperatives,
almost $735 million is projected to be invested creating
over 3,200 jobs in our cooperative territories, the rural
communities served are poised for a fast recovery

from the impacts of COVID.



Rodney Hitch

Economic Development Director
Phone: 859.745.9272

Cell: 859.595.9977
rodney.hitch@ekpc.coop

Brad Thomas

Economic Development Manager
Phone: 859.745.9628

Cell: 859.595.6251
brad.thomas@ekpc.coop
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